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The City of Many Faces

OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY HIS WORSHIP, THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WINDHOEK, CLLR. MUESEE KAZAPUA AT THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON JUNE 30, 2016, KHOMAS REGION COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

WINDHOEK, 17H30

Pastor Ibarto Botes of the Emmanuel Church Windhoek,
Hon. Laura McLeod-Katjirua, Governor of the Khomas Region,

Honourable Councilors, both Regional and Local Authority,

Chief Executive Officer and Strategic Executives 

Members of the Media,

Windhoek Residents,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good evening.
I feel honoured and privileged to welcome you all to our 6th Ordinary Council meeting for the Year 2016. 

In particular, I would like to extend a special word of welcome to our guests, Honourable Laura McLeod-Katjirua MP, Governor of the mighty Khomas Region, as well as Honourable Rachel Jakob, Chairperson of the Komas Regional Council and Regional Councillors, who have joined us for our meeting this evening.
Honourable Governor, this meeting is taking place a day after you have delivered an Address on the State of the Khomas Region; in which you have articulated the developmental progress and challenges; and reiterated on the need for enhanced collaboration and consultative governance between our institutions. 
We are therefore greatly honoured to have you in our midst and have no doubt that your presence here is testimony to our unified resolute on integrated planning; and shared responsibilities on the development of our City in particular and the Khomas Region in general. 

Honourable Councillors, Ladies and Gentlemen,
In keeping up with the City’s vision of enhancing the quality of life of all our people, we are challenged to continuously ensure the provision of basic services to those who have no access to such services. Therefore today’s Council meeting is noteworthy, in the sense that the Chairperson of the Management Committee of the City of Windhoek Cllr. Matheus Amadhila, will later during our proceedings present before this August House, Budget Estimates for the Financial year 2016-2017 for deliberations and approval. 
As a Council, we remain mindful of the scarce resources and the high demand of basic municipal services, such as housing, water, electricity and sanitation amongst others. We also remain cognizant of the expected contribution we have to make towards achieving our national Harambee Prosperity Plan, where no citizen should be left out.  In this connection, the City of Windhoek’s Budget Estimates for the Financial Year 2016/2017, are pro-poor and are targeted to the eradication of poverty; and are tabled under a befitting theme, “We commit all our efforts towards the continuous provision of basic municipal services”.

In this context, I am also happy to announce that as part of our agenda this evening; Council will discuss and adopt the Mayoral Relief Fund Policy Guidelines. Most of you would recall that in my inaugural speech in December 2015, I made a commitment to establish a Mayoral Relief Fund, aimed at assisting and supporting vulnerable people within the boundaries of the City of Windhoek. 
It is important to mention that the Fund will depend on donations and contributions from the corporate sector, development partners and individual community members. The approval of this important policy takes place right after the launch of the Windhoek Food Bank today, by H. E. Dr Hage Geingob, at the Fidel Castro Ruz Primary School.
After approval tonight, the Acting Chief Executive Officer will organize an inaugural fundraising event as soon as possible, in order for the fund to become operational.  I therefore take this opportunity to invite all our stakeholders and partners to contribute to this important social welfare initiative; as we strive to fight poverty and enhance the quality of life of our people.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The opportunities to address the sustainability imperatives arising from the current and numerous challenges facing African cities, such as climate change, environmental degradation and urban mobility are tremendous. The City of Windhoek as a learning organization continues to follow continental and global trends, as well as valuable sustainability experiences to enhance the delivery of sustainable municipal services. 
In this endeavour, I am pleased to inform you that earlier this month I led a delegation of Councillors attached to the advisory Committee on Sustainable Development to attend the 2nd African Capital Cities Sustainability Forum, held in the City of Tshwane, South Africa. The Forum brought together the ingenuity, the experience, the expertise and the commitment to find African solutions to African urban sustainability challenges. The forum provided a valuable opportunity to share and learn from one other.

The primary outcome of the African Capital Cities Sustainability Forum was an appreciation of the role that African capital cities can play as stewards of urban sustainability in their respective countries and contexts.  A detailed report in this regard will be submitted to this August House for information.
On a similar note, I am also pleased to report that from 8-10 June 2016, I joined a Government delegation led by the Minister of Health Hon. Dr. Benard Haufiku, which also included Madam Monica Geingos, the First Lady of the Republic of Namibia,  to attend a Special Event on Cities Ending the AIDS Epidemic and United Nations High-Level Meeting on Ending HIV/AIDS convened, in New York, USA. 
The two combined meetings were follow-up events and continuation of the commitments made by the mayors under the Paris Declaration Plan of Action.

While highlighting the leadership role of mayors in the AIDS response, the Cities Ending the AIDS Epidemic event was a special opportunity to shape the global vision and actions for Ending AIDS. I am pleased to inform you that I also had an opportunity to address the New York event, on the City of Windhoek progress and innovation for HIV services including 90-90-90 treatment targets, Windhoek’s HIV prevention programs and the broader health initiatives in the city.

It is important to mention that Windhoek’s participation in the two events was a crucial eye opener, given the role of Windhoek in championing the implementation of the Paris Declaration in Namibia, and the need to accelerate implementation of the City of Windhoek HIV and AIDS Strategic Plan. 

The gathering appreciated the role local authorities’ play in the prevention of HIV/Aids and Windhoek as a capital and the major city in Namibia, is tasked with the responsibility to coordinate and mobilize other local authorities in endorsing the Paris Declaration on achieving the 90-90-90 HIV/AIDS targets. 

Hon. Councillors, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As I have announced earlier, both in this  August House and other platforms, that  Council has embarked upon a series of Mayoral Clean-up Campaigns, aimed at bringing back the glories of yesteryears, when Windhoek was known as the cleanest City in Africa, and one of the cleanest in the world. 

These efforts are ongoing, with many clean-up sessions scheduled for this year. In this regard, I am pleased to inform Windhoek residents that our next clean-up campaign is scheduled for this coming Saturday, the 2nd of July 2016, at Tobias Hainyeko Constituency. All our residents, particularly those who reside in the Tobias Hainyeko Constituency, are requested to join me and other Hon Councillors at Okahandja Park Soccer Stadium, along Hereford Street on Saturday, at 06h00.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Another event worth noting is the upcoming Congress of the Association of the Local Authorities in Namibia, ALAN, which is scheduled to take place next week in Oshakati. The importance and role of ALAN cannot be overemphasized, as this is a platform at which Local Authorities around the country discuss the bread and butter issues affecting you, urban dwellers. Through the Association, Councillors take joint decisions and lobby in a united voice, for the good of urban citizens of the country. 
For this reason, the City of Windhoek is sending a delegation of 5 Councillors, led by myself, to the Congress. 

With these few announcements, Ladies and Gentlemen, allow me once again to welcome you to our Council meeting.

I thank you.
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